
O U R  A U T H O R S  O U R  A U T H O R S  

A J
 

0 8   |   A U S T R A L I A N  W R I T E R S  W E E K  2 0 1 5

A J

B E T T S

www.ajbetts .com

Z a c  &  M i a :  

– F i o n a  Wo o d

On Zac & Mia: Zac and Mia are unforgettable  
–  t h e y  p u t  h o o k s  i n t o  m y  h e a r t  t h a t  a r e  
s t i l l  t h e r e .  Be  wa rned :  i f  y ou  p i c k  up  t h i s  
book , you won ' t  want  to  put  i t  down.
 
–F iona Wood, author

On Shutterspeed: The themes of lonel iness, fr iendship,
gr ie f  and loss  are un iver sa l  and are t reated in  qu i te  
an original way.. .The ending is a cracker – unexpected  
and ch i l l ing !

– Fict ion Focus

Shutter speed

– Fict ion Focus
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AJ BETTS is an author, teacher, speaker and cyclist. Zac & Mia is her third novel for 
young adults and winner of the 2014 Ethel Turner Prize for Young People's Literature. 
It was inspired by her work teaching at a children’s hospital and it’s a lot about love, 
and a little bit about cancer. She lives in Perth, and writes when she’s not bicycling – 
or picking up shopping lists from the supermarket floor.   

AJ Zac & Mia

2014 Ethel Turner AJ 

AJ 

 



M A X I N E

B E N E B A

C L A R K E

MAXINE BENEBA CLARKE  i s  a  renowned spoken word performer whose 
wor k has been del ivered on stages and a irways and at  fest iva ls  across Austr a l ia . 
Her poetr y and commentar y has been widely publ ished and she is  the author 
of  two poetr y col lect ions . Her col lect ion of  shor t  stor ies , Fore ign So i l shows a l l  
s ides  o f  human i ty ,  w i th  charac ters  such  as  a  despera te  asy lum seeker  pac ing
Sydney's  notorious Vi l lawood detent ion centre;  a seven-year-old Sudanese boy 
find ing solace in a  patchwork b ike; an enraged black mi l i tant  on the warpath 
through the rebel  squats  of  1960s Br ixton; and a young woman depar t ing r ura l  
Jamaica in search of  her dest iny. She is  the rec ip ient of  the 2014 Hazel  Rowley 
fe l lowship for her for thcoming memoir The Hate Race , about growing up black 
in white , middle c lass  Austr a l ia . 
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© Nicho las  Wal ton-Hea ley

www.slamup.blogspot.com.au
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–Over land ,  on l ine 

–Over land ,  on l ine 

. . .a  smal l  t ida l  wave crashed in to the face of  
the current  Aust ra l ian l i te rary  landscape . . .  
she cou ld make you laugh ,  cha l lenge you ,  
insp i re  you .  You ’ re  guaranteed to  be moved ,  
someth ing ins ide wi l l  sh i f t  in  some smal l  
way .  And i sn ’ t  that  what  we a l l  want  to  
ach ieve as  wr i ters?  

Fo re i gn  So i l

Vi l l awood

The  Hate  Race 2014

Haze l  Rowley  fe l lowsh ip
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T I M

C O P E

T im Cope  i s  a  w i se  young  man who  knows  how to  t rave l ,  and  why ,  and  wh i ch  
detai l s  to record for the del ight and enl ightenment of h is  readers .  I  suspect that 
here we have a c lass i c , l i ke l y  to  insp i re  generat ions  yet  unbor n .

–Derv la  Murphy

–Derv la  Murphy
www.timcopejourneys.com

6000
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TIM COPE,  FRGS, is  an award 

winning adventurer ,  author,  

and f i lmmaker with a specia l  

interest  in the tradit iona l  

cu ltures of  Centra l  As ia  and 

Russ ia .  He has studied as a  

wi lderness guide in the F innish 

and Russ ian subarct ic ,  r idden 

a b icyc le across Russ ia  to 

China ,  and rowed a boat a long 

the Yenisey River through 

S iber ia  to the Arct ic  Ocean.  

Tim's  most renowned journey 

was a three year ,  6000 mi le 

journey by horse from Mongolia 

to Hungary on the tra i l  o f  

Genghis  Khan – a quest  to 

understand the horseback 

nomads of  the great Euras ian 

steppe.  On the Tra i l  o f  Gengh is  

Khan  i s  h is  book about th is  

journey.  



Travelling in South-East Asia, BROOKE DAVIS rang home to discover her mother had 
died in a freak car accident. Returning to her travels, she had long conversations with 
her travelling partner – whose father was dying of cancer – about grief. The notes from 
this time revealed two voices:  a little girl, a ball of energy, hopeful, obsessed with death, 
and an elderly woman, grumpy and lost who didn’t want to know about death. Her 
debut Lost & Found was born, written as part of a PhD at Curtin University, Western 
Australia, and has since sold into over twenty countr ies around the wor ld.
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B R O O K E

D A V I S

  

–Sarah R igby,  UK pub l i sher

–Sarah R igby,

 
©Al i son Bowyer
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Within two pages I was laughing – 

within the next ten I had a tear in 

my eye. Lost & Found is glorious, 

funny, moving, heart-wrenching, 

heart-warming. It has the perfect 

mix of brilliant storytelling,

wonderfully imaginative writing, 

truly memorable characters, 

distinctive voices and real

emotion. This is a novel that

readers will fall in love with; cry 

with; laugh with; root for! 



ZOHAB ZEE KHAN  is  a didgeridoo player, 
harmonica beat-boxer and hip-hop art ist and the 
current Austral ian Poetry Slam Champion. Zohab 
has toured Asia , the Middle East and Europe to 
sel l -out crowds. In 2014, he was a f inal ist in the 
International Poetry Slam in Madrid and was 
chosen to part ic ipate in an ar t ist ic residency in 
Dubai . Zohab is an educator, and founding director 
of Zee Poetics , an organisat ion that a ims to inspire 
a new generation of poets through personal 
development and performance based workshops. 

Z O H A B

Z E E

K H A N

· ·

2 0 1 4

“ · ”

Zohab Zee Khan’s  travel

to China is  supported by

Austral ian Poetry S lam,

presented by Word Travels .

“Word Travels”

Zohab  Zee  Khan  has  l i t t l e  i n  c ommon  
w i t h  t he  dead  wh i t e  ma l e  poe t s  
s t uden t s  c ommon l y  mee t  a t  h i gh  s c hoo l .

– Amy McNei lage , Sydney Morn ing Hera ld

– A my  M c N e i l a g e
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– S a m a n t h a  Tr e n o w e t h To b y  C r e s w e l l

Veteran journal ist PAUL 

KELLY  has commented on 

Austral ian pol it ics , publ ic 

pol icy and international 

af fa irs for four decades. 

He is Editor-at-Large of 

The Austra l ian  newspaper 

and appears each week on 

Austral ian Agenda (Sky 

News) and before that 

was a regular on Insiders 

(ABC TV) for nearly a 

decade . He is the author 

of seven books; the latest 

is Walkley Award-winning 

Triumph and Demise, in 

which he analyses the Rudd-

Gil lard-Rudd government 

from 2007 to 2013. 

Sky News

Austral ian Agenda

Ins iders

2007 2013

P a u l  K e l l y  t r a v e l s  t o

C h i n a  c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e

W a l k l e y  F o u n d a t i o n

On  Tr i umph  and  Dem i se :  I n  t h i s  l a t e s t  a c c oun t  o f  t h e  
Rudd -G i l l a rd  ye a r s , h e  d emon s t ra t e s  ra r e  s k i l l  i n  c ap t u r i n g  
i n t ima t e  t e s t imon y  f rom  ke y  p l a ye r s , wh i l e  manag i n g  t o  
s t a nd  ba c k  f rom  t h e  t umu l t  t o  o f f e r  c a lm  ob s e r v a t i o n  and  
r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  po l i t i c s  a nd  t h e  na t i o n . Th i s  i s  an  ou t s t and i ng  
wo rk  o f  j o u r na l i sm  a s  h i s t o r y  f rom  one  o f  o u r  f i n e s t  w r i t e r s  
a nd  t h i n ke r s . 

–Walkley Award judges’  report

[H i s  wo r k ]  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h ed  f o r  h i s  b road  and  d e ep  g ra sp  o f  
t h e  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  e c onom i c s  and  po l i t i c a l  s h i f t s , a nd  
h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  p l a c e  Au s t ra l i a n  d ome s t i c  d ev e l o pmen t s  i n t o  
an  i n t e r na t i o na l  a nd  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t .

– j o u r n a l i s t s  S a m a n t h a  Tr e n ow e t h  a n d  To b y  C r e s w e l l

–
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Sydney Morning Herald Best Young 

Austral ian Novel ist ,  2012

2012

A  w r i t e r  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r a n g e  a n d
i m a g i n a t i o n .  

– C a t e  K e n n e d y

– C a t e  K e n n e d y
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JENNIFER MILLS  i s  the author of  the novels  Gone  and The Diamond Anchor  
and the short story col lect ion The Rest  i s  Weight ,  which was short l i s ted for 
the Queens land L i terary Awards and long l i s ted for the 2013 Frank O'Connor 
Internat iona l  Short Story Award.  Her writ ing explores themes of  p lace ,  genre 
and pol i t ics  and she is  current ly  working on a novel ,  Dyschron ia ,  tack l ing 
c l imate change and the percept ion of  t ime.  Jenni fer i s  the f ict ion editor at  
Over land l i terary journa l  and now l ives in Bei j ing .



P h i l o s o p hy  i n  t h e  G a rd e n  i s  n o t  a  b o o k  w r i t t e n  f o r  p h i l o s o p h e r s ; i t  i s  t o o  
b r o a d l y  c h a r m i n g  a n d  b r i s k  f o r  t h a t . W h a t  i t  i s , h ow e v e r , i s  a  t h o u g h t f u l  
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a  w i d e  r e a d e r s h i p  t o  d r i n k  f r o m  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c u p …  Yo u n g ’s  
b r e w  i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  b l e n d e d , r e v e a l i n g  f r o m  i t s  f i r s t  s i p  a  l i g h t , r i c h  t e x t u r e  
a n d  a  c a f f e i n a t e d  t i n g l e  o f  i d e a s . 

– N e w t o w n  R e v i e w  o f  B o o k s

– N e w t o w n

DAMON YOUNG

is a philosopher and writer 

who is an Honorary Fellow in

Philosophy at the University of 

Melbourne and founding faculty 

with the School of Life . He has 

written extensively for print 

and online and is a frequent 

radio commentator, garnering 

him the AAP media prize. His 

nonfiction books consider the 

intersection of philosophy and 

gardens, exercise and thought, 

and distraction in the modern 

age, and have been widely 

translated. His latest books, My 

Nanna is a Ninja and My Pop is 

a Pirate , take him to a new 

audience: children. Damon has 

also played a Mafia thug in a 

Jackie Chan fi lm.   
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